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Guide to Decks and Patios

It is hard to imagine a home without a deck or patio. Whether 
you enjoy your morning coffee outdoors or your family’s lifestyle 
revolves around an elaborate outdoor living area, decks and 
patios enhance your outdoor living space and your home’s value.

Solutions for Updating and Repairing 
Patios

Patios today have come a long way from gray concrete slabs. 
Whether you are repairing or updating your outdoor space, 
these options can help transform your patio.

•	 Refinishing: Often the easiest way to improve your patio’s 
general appearance, this involves applying a single color of 
concrete stain that can usually be done over a weekend. If 
you are using multiple colors, your project will take longer. 
Look to schedule your project over a few days with partial 
sun, but no rain, in the forecast.

•	 Resurfacing: If your concrete patio is structurally sound but 
needs improvement beyond applying a semi-transparent 
concrete stain, resurfacing can provide a variety of finish 
effects resembling brick, tile, or stone. Etching and 
engraving techniques provide textural interest to concrete. 
Refinishing is not sufficient for patios that are severely 
cracked or otherwise structurally unsound. Have your patio 
inspected by a professional contractor before resurfacing.

•	 Polymer surface overlays: This is an efficient method of 
covering worn and unsightly concrete. Overlays are typically 
not expensive and can be an alternative to replacing a 
concrete slab patio. Overlays are available in a variety of 
options resembling materials including tile, brick, and stone. 
Always ensure that your patio is structurally sound before 
investing in an overlay.

•	 Repairs: Concrete is inflexible and can crack or settle 
when exposed to water leaks, shifting ground, or extreme 
temperatures over time. While minor cracks can be repaired 
using injected resin-concrete compounds, cracks in your 
patio can signify structural problems with your foundation.

•	 Replacement: Request estimates from multiple contractors 
specializing in concrete. A patio requiring replacement 
may have sustained damage connected with issues such as 
shifting earth or water seepage. When building or replacing 
a patio, consider options like brick, tile, or stone.

Great Material Solutions for Decks 

Ground-level decks are beautiful alternatives to concrete patios, 
while elevated decks provide outdoor access from your home’s 
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second story. Although decks are commonly constructed of 
wood, synthetic materials can provide the appearance of wood 
without challenges such as pest infestations, dry rot, and the 
need for frequent refinishing. Keep your climate and safety 
concerns in mind when selecting decking materials.

•	 Wood: The traditional material for decks, wood provides 
natural beauty that is hard to beat. The downside includes 
concerns about sustainability of sources and wood’s 
susceptibility to damage by weather and pests. Wood decks 
require an annual cleaning as well as refinishing every two to 
three years to look their best. Pressure-treated wood is an 
economical choice for decking, but it can quickly deteriorate 
if not maintained. This type of wood is treated with toxic 
chemicals for preventing rot and pest infestations. Redwood 
and cedar contain natural defenses against rot and pests, but 
are soft woods that deteriorate unless properly maintained.

•	 Composites: Made from wood fiber and plastic, 
composites provide improved flexibility and durability. 
Drawbacks include higher cost as well as heat absorption – 
so keep in mind that composite decks may not be friendly to 

bare feet. However, having a uniform grain on both sides of 
each plank is desirable, especially if there is no worry about 
installing each plank according to wood grain patterns.

•	 Engineered composite: Grooves on the underside of this 
decking material make it lighter without compromising its 
strength. This type of decking is installed using fasteners 
that are invisible to the eye.

•	 Plastic, PVC, and polystyrene: Plastic decking doesn’t 
resemble wood and may squeak, but requires little 
maintenance and doesn’t splinter. PVC decking is hollow 
and contains invisible rubber stripping to prevent squeaking. 
Its tongue-and-groove construction resembles wood and 
facilitates installation. Textures resembling wood grain 
minimize slippery conditions when plastic and PVC decks get 
wet. 

Request material samples for comparison and discuss 
appropriate decking materials with your supplier, contractor, and 
neighbors experienced with decks.


